College of Southern Idaho Education Department

EARC 109 Foundations of Early Childhood Education 

Course Syllabus 

Spring 2013

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

Foundations of Early Childhood Education. This is a study of foundations and professional careers in early childhood education and early childhood special education.  Students are required to complete and pass a background check. Available: fall, spring. 3 Cr Hrs 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS AND SUPPLIES:

· Bredekamp, S. Effective Practices in Early Childhood Education
· Mooney, C. G., Theories of Childhood “An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget, & Vygotsky”
 
· Course Requiremnt: This course requires students to complete a background check using the online site. Students are required to access the site and complete the process by the first week of class. Failure to complete the process by the assigned date will prohibit the student from continuing in the course and thus fulfilling course requirements. In such a case, it is the student’s responsibility to drop the course. Failure to do so will result in a grade of failure “F”. Students who have completed a background check in a previous course, do not need to complete a background check again. However, it is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor that the process has been completed by the assigned date. Background Check Fee: $55.00
PREREQUISITES:
None

· COMPASS score below 61--Reading:  READ 080, Developmental Reading (3 cr.) Required

· COMPASS score below 70—Writing:  ENGL 090 Developmental English (3 cr.) Required

· COMPASS score below 26—Pre-Algebra:  MATH 015, Pre-Algebra, or below 40 MATH 025 Beginning Algebra (3 cr.) Required

· COMPASS score below 84 or below—Vocabulary:  ENGL 088, Basic Vocabulary (3cr.) Required

· COMPASS score 67 or below—Spelling:  ENGL 070, Spelling Development (3 cr.) Required
COURSE OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENTS:

Outcome 1:  Students will demonstrate knowledge of what constitutes a developmentally appropriate environment and curriculum for young children.

Assessment:  Written assignments, test and appropriate responses to discussions of topics related to a high quality early childhood program.

Outcome 2:  Students will successfully access articles from a variety of websites.

Assessment:  Written assignments, portfolio entries and appropriate responses to discussions of related topics.

Outcome 3:  Students will become knowledgeable of community programs and services that are available to them to develop appropriate environments and curriculum for young children.

Assessment:  Identification of services from a variety of local, state, and national agencies through discussions and written assignments.

Outcome 4:  Students will identify the historical events that influenced the development of Early Childhood Education and the philosophers who influenced its development and their individual philosophies.

Assessment:  Identification of historical factors and philosophies influencing the development of Early Childhood Education in class discussions and a written philosophy paper.

Outcome 5:  Students will identify the requirements of the legislation affecting children with disabilities and categories of eligibility.

Assessment:  Class discussions, written assignments and philosophy paper.
Student Support:
Helpdesk (technical, Advising Office, Records Office assistance): http://myhelpdesk.csi.edu/ 

Tutoring: http://www.csi.edu/ip/adc/lap/index.htm 
Testing Center: http://www.csi.edu/ip/adc/testing/ 

Academic Calendar: http://www.csi.edu/currentStudents_/eagleInfo/academicCalendar.html 

Final Exam Schedule: http://www.csi.edu/currentStudents_/eagleInfo/finalExamSchedule.html
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:

· See Early Childhood Education Student Handbook.
· See College of Southern Idaho ASCSI Student Handbook.
· See College Catalog.
Hours of Class: This class is facilitated online through the college’s Blackboard site.  The course requires students to complete at least six hours (2 hours for each credit) of work each week.  

Behavior: Online behavior is to be appropriate to a positive learning environment.  This policy applies to all forms of communication, including e-mail, chat and asynchronous discussion forums. You are expected to conduct yourself in a professional manner in this course.  You should treat all class members with respect and be thoughtful in your own contributions to the class.  You will receive one warning concerning inappropriate behavior; if the behavior persists, you will be dropped from the course and the matter will be referred to Student Services for college discipline.  If there is a problem for you in the class, please let me know.  Students must read and follow CSI’s Acceptable Use of Computing Resources Policy. See College Catalog, page 16, for other college behavioral policies.

Course Work: All assignments are due on the date assigned unless other arrangements are made. The professor may award one week for late work with half credit. After that, the student will receive a zero for the grade. After the first week of the semester, if the student does not submit assignments/communicate with the professor, the professor will withdraw the student from the class for lack of attendance.  The student must initiate the action to withdraw by the 12th week. After the 12th week, a grade other than W will be issued.

Students are expected to use correct spelling and proper grammar in all their written work, including discussion forums, homework assignments, and essays. Grammatical errors, spelling errors, and writing that does not express ideas clearly will affect the student’s grade. Students must adhere to the provisions of state and federal copyright laws and regulations. The College of Southern Idaho strictly prohibits the illegal use, reproduction, distribution, public display, or performance of copyrighted materials in any form. General copyright guidelines are on file in the CSI library. 

Grading Policy:

Grades will be based both on content and timely completion.  Failure to do so will adversely affect your grade.   All assignments, projects, and tests will be graded on a point system.  Assignments, projects, or tests will be weighted differently by assigning a lesser or greater number of points.  The final grade will be averaged by dividing the total number of points earned by the total number of points possible.

90% and above A
80% - 89% B
70% - 79% C
60% - 69% D
Below 60% F 

A = Evidence of high quality substantive contributions to all online project discussions and projects; all reflections demonstrate high level of awareness and and insight into group and individual learning processes and experiences, course content, etc. 

B = Evidence of high quality substantive contributions to most project discussions and projects; most reflections demonstrate good level of awareness and insight into group and individual learning processes and experiences, course content, etc.

C = Evidence of acceptable quality substantive contributions to most project discussions and projects; most reflections demonstrate fair level of awareness and insight into group and individual learning processes and experiences, course content, etc.

D= Evidence of acceptable quality substantive contributions to few project discussions and projects; most reflections demonstrate limited level of awareness and insight into group and individual learning processes and experiences, course content, etc.

F= Lack of evidence of acceptable quality substantive contributions in project discussions and projects; reflections are lacking or demonstrate low level of awareness and insight into group and individual learning processes and experiences, course content, etc.

All assignments are given a point value indicating the percentage of the value received (e.g., 23/25=92%). The discussions, attendance, assignments, tests, etc. are weighted in my classes. If the student didn't participate in all the discussions or complete all the assignments, then it may result in a drop in a letter grade. [See Rubric on Blackboard]
Participation: 

Students learn best when they are actively involved in class discussions. This course will take advantage of high-level asynchronous online interaction and collaboration utilizing online threaded discussion forums. 

The purpose of class participation is to ensure that students keep up with the course material (reading), as well as to provide an opportunity for students to express their thoughts and share their insights. 

Students are expected to actively participate in the online dialogue that evolves in class. Students will be invited to comment on questions and topics in our discussion board, using the threads the instructor will begin for the weekly discussion questions. Whenever possible, students need to post these submissions early so that their classmates have a chance to respond and we can get some lively discussions going. 

In order to receive credit for participation, students need to make meaningful contributions to the discussion forums. Messages such as: “I completely agree” do not constitute meaningful contributions. In order to earn full credit for participation in this class, students are expected to contribute to the discussion in a substantive way each week. 

Some suggestions for comprehensive participation are as follows:

· providing at least one answer to every discussion question posted by the faculty (about 2-3 paragraphs per question) and two responses to a peer's contribution (about 1 paragraph) 

· making references to concepts found in the reading assignments 

· offering creative contributions of examples from your experience (whenever applicable) 

· commenting in concise statements that present new ideas (not going on and on without expressing a new idea--not merely restating what others have said) 

The Grade of Incomplete:
The Grade of Incomplete will be granted only in cases of extreme hardship. In such cases, a student requiring an incomplete must submit a written request with full rationale to the instructor at least three weeks prior to the end of the term. 

Drop Policy:
· The student is responsible to drop the course.
· A student may drop a course or all courses prior to the end of late registration (first Friday of the semester) without a “W” being recorded on the student’s official transcript. A student initiated drop after the late registration period is considered a withdrawal, and results in the grade of “W”.
· (Students may drop courses online until the end of the late registration period. In order to withdraw from one or more courses following late registration, a completed registration form is required. Instructions on the form indicate when a signature of instructor and/or Financial Aid advisor is required. The completed form may be submitted to Admissions & Records or any off-campus center.)
· NOTE:  Students may withdraw from courses until 75% of the course meetings have elapsed. Students must withdraw themselves if they decide not to complete the class. Students who stop attending yet do not drop/withdraw from the class will get a failing grade (or whatever grade they earned). After 75% of the term has elapsed (12th week of the semester for fall and spring full-semester classes) students cannot initiate a drop/withdrawal. Students will be issued a grade after this deadline.
Honesty:  Students are expected to be honest in all aspects of their work. All work is evaluated on the assumption that the work presented is the student’s own.  Students are subject to the grade of failure (F) for any of the following dishonesty practices. Cheating--the improper use of books, notes, other student’s test or quizzes, or other aids during an examination or quiz. Collaboration--submission of a paper in which substantial portions are paraphrased as one’s own from, or identical to another student’s paper.  Plagiarism--submission of a paper in which substantial portions are paraphrased without documentation or are identical to published or unpublished material from another author.

In short, each student is responsible for maintaining academic integrity and intellectual honesty in his or her academic work which means that each student must:

1. Submit his or her own work, not that of another person 

2. Not engage in cheating 

3. Not receive nor give aid on assigned work that requires independent effort (students can discuss assignments but writing and specific recommendations must be done independently). 

4. Properly credit the words or ideas of others according to accepted standards. 

5. Not use term paper writing services or consult such services for the purpose of obtaining assistance in the preparation of materials to be submitted in courses 

6. Not engage in plagiarism. Webster’s defines plagiarism as "stealing or passing off ideas or words of another as one’s own" and "the use of a created production without crediting the source." 

IMPORTANT: Remember to be positive in your approach and be careful about the way things are worded. We cannot see each other, so we cannot tell by looking at your facial expression whether you are kidding or not. Avoid sarcasm and critical remarks. 

Many students take online courses because they enjoy the flexibility of time and place independence of these courses. We will NOT be using any synchronous communication in this class (such as chat)—i.e. you will NOT be required to log in during pre-determined times and participate in real-time chat. Participants will be able to work on their assignments whenever it is most convenient to them. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  The college does not designate absences as "excused" or "unexcused."  If it is necessary for a student to miss a class the instructor must be contacted in advance of that absence in order for permission to be given to make up any work missed because of that absence--this is especially true of tests.  According to college, policy, when the number of absences exceeds the number of weekly class meetings the instructor may warn the student.  When the number of absences exceeds twice the number of weekly class meetings, the student may be dropped from the class.

NOTE:  Students may withdraw from courses until 75% of the course meetings have elapsed. Students must withdraw themselves if they decide not to complete the class. Students who stop attending yet

do not drop/withdraw from the class will get a failing grade (or whatever grade they earned). After 75% of the term has elapsed (12th week of the semester for fall and spring full-semester classes) students cannot initiate a drop/withdrawal. Students will be issued a grade after this deadline.

Due dates 

Following timelines for submissions is an essential ingredient in the learning process and it is necessary for the successful completion of this course. I do understand that you must balance accomplishing academic requirements with family and work responsibilities. You have, however, made a commitment to pursuing this academic endeavor, and cannot successfully do so if you do not allocate appropriate time to the process. 

Students registered for this course must submit their assignments by the due dates specified each week.  If an exception is to be made, you will need to contact the instructor prior to the due date to ask for permission.  
College Mission Statement: The College of Southern Idaho, a comprehensive community college, provides educational, social, cultural, economic, and workforce development opportunities that meet the diverse needs of the communities it serves. CSI prepares students to lead enriched, productive and responsible lives in a global society.

Education Department Mission and Goals: The Education Department seeks to provide a meaningful educational experience that prepares students to transfer to four-year institutions or prepares students for productive roles in education, fitness and wellness, and related professions.  Furthermore, the Education Department seeks to provide service to the college and community through high-quality programs, courses, and services, using skilled faculty and staff. 

Teacher Education Code of Conduct

In accordance with the mission statement and goals of CSI, as well as those within the Education Department, students are expected to abide by a code of conduct to ensure the establishment of an educational, cooperative, and safe environment conducive to learning and growth.  Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner, both in dress and in character, during all Education courses (including online), internships and/or field experience opportunities.  Respect is to be given to external organizations and their personnel and students and to all members of the Education Department, including fellow students, staff, and faculty, regardless of race, age, gender, or religious background.  Dishonesty in any form, including cheating and plagiarism, will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action. It is hoped that students will develop an inherent desire to learn and grow, not only here at CSI, but also throughout their professional careers, in the community, and in their own personal lives.

Computer Literacy Requirement: Students are required to pass the CSI Computer Skills Assessment, which is a four-part test administered in the CSI testing center.  See http://computerliteracy.csi.edu/ for more information. 

CSI email: Since email is the primary source of written communication with students, all registered CSI students get a college email account. Student e-mail addresses have the following format: <address>@eaglemail.csi.edu where <address> is a name selected by the student as a part of activating his/her account. Students activate their accounts and check their CSI e-mail online at http://eaglemail.csi.edu.   Instructors and various offices send messages to these student accounts. Students must check their CSI e-mail accounts regularly to avoid missing important messages and deadlines.  At the beginning of each semester free training sessions are offered to students who need help in using their accounts.  
On-line course evaluation statement: Students are strongly encouraged to complete evaluations at the end of the course. Evaluations are very important to assist the teaching staff to continually improve the course. Evaluations are available online at: http://evaluation.csi.edu. Evaluations open up two weeks prior to the end of the course. The last day to complete an evaluation is the last day of the course. During the time the evaluations are open, students can complete the course evaluations at their convenience from any computer with Internet access, including in the open lab in the Library and in the SUB. When students log in they should see the evaluations for the courses in which they are enrolled. Evaluations are anonymous. Filling out the evaluation should only take a few minutes. Your honest feedback is greatly appreciated!

CSI SECURITY – The College of Southern Idaho is committed to providing safe campuses for all students.  Currently in place is an Emergency Notification System (RAVE) that provides information relating to an emergency on any CSI campus.  This information is delivered electronically and can be received by all phone numbers and internet-equipped computers identified by the student.  Registration is automatic when students register and contact information can be customized online (http://www.csi.edu/alert/) as necessary.  The Twin Falls campus is also equipped with an Emergency Warning “Siren” that can be heard outside of buildings across campus.  In the event of a signal, students arriving on campus should leave, and others should proceed with caution to avoid the emergency area.  Students are encouraged to report any emergency (medical, criminal, behavioral, etc.) that is cause for action.  Do this by calling 911 regardless of which campus you are on.  If you are on the Twin Falls campus, also call Campus Security at 732-6605 after placing the 911 call (the Twin Falls campus has security personnel available 24/7).
Disabilities Statement: Any student with a documented disability may be eligible for reasonable accommodations.  To determine eligibility and secure services, students should contact Student Disability Services at their first opportunity after registration for a class(es).  Student Disability Services is located on the second floor of the Taylor Building on the Twin Falls Campus. 208.732.6260 or e-mail Tara Williams, twilliams@csi.edu.  
Skills: This course will utilize the college’s e-education platform (Blackboard), computer experience, Internet navigation experience, and Blackboard experience is recommended. Essays are required to be typed/wp (and follow APA format).  Therefore, students should be familiar with word processing.  The college does offer Blackboard workshops during the first week of the semester.   

Technical Support: If you need help accessing information on the course pages, please contact the instructor via e-mail or phone as soon as possible. Do not wait until the assignments are due before you let us know that you are experiencing technical difficulties. Remember that you have access to a full online Blackboard manual through the course (under Tools). If you have questions concerning Blackboard, consult your manual first. If you cannot find the answer to your question in the manual, please e-mail the instructor. We cannot offer hardware and software troubleshooting services on your home computer. 

Library Services: This course involves some online research. The CSI library offers access to many online journals and indexes, including EBSCO and InfoTrac. These resources will help you greatly in your research. To access information through the CSI library, go to: http://www.csi.edu/level3.cfm?id=19&level=2. If you need additional help, please contact reference librarian Steve Poppino at spoppino@csi.edu or call him at 1-800-680-0274 (Idaho & Nevada) (208) 732-6504.

Instructor:  Evin Fox				Office: Aspen 121


Phone:	732-6872			Office Hours: M, 11-12; W, 12-1 T/TH/FR 2-3


Email: 	� HYPERLINK "mailto:efox@csi.edu" �efox@csi.edu� 				FAX: (208) 732-6872


Class Location: Online				Phone: 208-732-6872


Blackboard: �HYPERLINK "http://blackboard.csi.edu/"�http://blackboard.csi.edu/�  		Course Credits: 3		
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